Use of a different buffer system in the phenolic glycolipid-I ELISA.
By changing the buffer system in the phenolic glycolipid-I (PGL-I) enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) the sensitivity of the test was increased without altering its specificity. Using a Tris-HCl buffer, significant titers of > or = 1:300 were found in 53.1% of the sera in paucibacillary (PB) and 98.0% of the sera in multibacillary (MB) groups of patients. Titer levels were also significantly increased. In the PB group of patients with Tris-HCl, the highest titer detected was 1:1200; in the MB group of patients, 1:76,800. Through this modification of the buffer system a more sensitive test was obtained thereby increasing the detectable level of PGL-I antibodies in both the PB and MB groups of patients.